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Can a Saved Person 
Ever Be Lost? 


THE NEGATIVE SIDE: EXPLAINING MISUNDERSTOOD 
SCRIPTURES SHOWING THAT NO BIBLE PASSAGE EVER 
TEACHES THAT A CHILD OF GOD CAN BECOME LOST 


BY JOHN R. RICE 


The most important question that 
ever faced any man is that of the 
salvation of his own soul. If any 
man has not settled that question 
then let him do so today at any 
cost no matter what else must be 
neglected. To the man who has al- 
ready trusted in Christ for salva- 
tion and thus has been born again, 
the most important question is the 
one expressed in the title, “Can a 
saved person ever be lost?”’ 


Everywhere I go I find people 
troubled because they do not know 
but that at any time, because of 
their sins, their negligence, the sud- 
den besetting of temptation which 
they might not withstand, they 
may lose the salvation which they 
have, and so become, not the chil- 
dren of God, but the children of 
the devil. Such Christians know 
that their own hearts are deceitful, 
they know tHat they do not deserve 
the mercies of God and the fear 
haunts them that they may lose 
their salvation and so, perchance, 
die to be forever lost: For such 
as these I bring this message to- 
day. 

There are many scriptures which 
doubtful Christians think teach 
that a saved person can be lost. 
I want to review those scriptures 
and show you that not one of them 
either teaches or implies that a 
saved person can be lost. 


John 15:6 


For instance there is John 15:6 
which says: 

“If a man abide not in me, 
he is cast forth as a branch, 
and is withered; and men 
gather them, and cast them 


A Great 
Missionary Church 


The editor has just spent one 
week in a missionary conference 
with the Cicero Bible Church and 
Pastor William McCarrell. This 
church is doing a marvelous mis- 
sionary work, 


A group of men soul winners 
meet each Saturday afternoon at 
the church to report on their work 
for the week and to take assign- 
ments for the following week. For 
seventeen years they have aver- 
aged about 3,000 professions of 
faith each year! It was my privil- 
ege some weeks ago to give the 
message at the annual meeting of 
this Cicero Fisherman’s Club. The 
house was full except the balcony 
on Saturday night. From this Fish- 
erman’s Club have gone out many 
full-time Christian workers. 

The Cicero Bible Church has 
eight branches in and near Chi- 
cago. Cicero is a suburb of Chi- 


This past week the church has 
been stressing missions. They sup- 
port entirely twenty-seven mission- 
aries. These missionaries, most of 
them converted and trained in the 
church, later gave themselves to 
full-time Christian work, took extra 

at Moody Bible Institute 
or other institutions, and now carry 
the work of this great church 
around the world. 

For instance, there are nine mis- 
sionaries in Africa, in East Africa 
and in the Belgian Congo. There 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 


into the fire, 

burned,” 

You see here that a man may 
be cast forth as a branch and may 
wither. And there is the startling 
statement about being cast into the 
fire! Does this mean that God will 
cast away one of His children and 
that that soul will be cast into 
Hell? No, read it again and see 
that a man may be out of touch 
with Christ after he has been 
saved and so cannot bear fruit; he 
may be withered and lose all the 
joy which he had, as Christians 
many times do. But notice that 
those that are gathered, in this 
verse, and cast in the fire are the 
branches cut from the grapevines, 
and not men at all. Notice, too, 
that it is men that gather them, 
while we are plainly told in Mat- 
thew 13:41, 42, that it is angels, 
not men, who will put the lost in 
Hell. The Saviour in John 15 is 
talking to His disciples on the sub- 
ject of fruit-bearing. Again and 
again He refers to it in the chap- 
ter, teaching that we cannot bear 
fruit except abiding in fellowship 
with Christ and through His power. 
A withered branch, so worthless to 
men because it will not bear grapes 
and is therefore burned up, is used 
to show how useless is a Christian 
in God’s service who does not abide 
in Christ. Of course, the difference 
between men and God is this, that 
men value grapevines for the 
grapes and Christ loves us for our- 
selves. This scripture does not 
teach that a saved person can be 
lost and does not say so. 


Take the Bible at face value. It 
means exactly what it says and 
says exactly what it means. Do not 
add to the meaning of God’s Word. 
In this case fire means fire, and 
does not mean Hell. I think the 
branches of the vine mean just 
that, and men cast them into the 
fire and they are burned, but it 
does not mean that a Christian 
man is cast into Hell and burned. 


Ezekiel 3:20, 21 


Perhaps you have had Ezekiel 3: 
20, 21 pointed out as a scripture 
which teaches that a saved person 
may be lost. It says: 

“Again, when a righteous 
man doth turn from his right- 
eousness, and commit miquity, 
and I lay a stumblingblock be- 
fore him, he shall die: because 
thou hast not given him warn- 
ing, he shall die in his sin, and 
his righteousness which he 
hath done shall not be remem- 
bered; but his blood will I re- 
quire at thine hand. 21. Never- 
theless if thou warn the right- 
eous man, that the righteous 
sin not, and he doth not sin, he 
shall surely live, because he is 
warned; also thou hast deliv- 
ered thy soul. 

But careful reading of these 
verses and of the chapter will show 
that it has no reference to the sal- 
vation of a soul nor to the loss of 
a soul. The message is to Israel 
(see vs. 17). The righteousness 
of the righteous'man mentioned 
here does not refer to salvation but 
to a citizen of Israel keeping the 
Mosaic Law. The ty men- 
tioned is not eternal damnation nor 
the loss of a soul, but simply 
physical death. The only salvation 
mentioned for the wicked in this 
case is “to save his life” (vs. 18). 
We preachers have spiritualized 
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and they are 


“ 


The Glories of the L 


By Walter Lewis Wilson, M.D. 


(Sermon preached Friday night, 
May 3rd, at College Church of 
Christ, Wheaton, Illinois. Steno- 
graphically reported by Viola 
Walden. ) 


Tonight I speak to you about 
the glories of the Lord Jesus, It 
is strange that we never get 
through with that subject. At the 
death of President William Mc- 
Kinley a man gave a wonderful 
oration of him, and when his 
speech was ended, another gentle- 
man in the audience, a Christian 
gentleman, arose and said, “Those 
are the last words about President 
McKinley.” Yes, but nobody ever 
said the last words about Jesus 
Christ. Every man who speaks of 
Him finds something new and pre- 
cious and interesting, something 
that stirs the hearts of those who 
love Him. 


Turn with me, please, to the 
fourteenth chapter of John. There 
we find seven lovely words. In the 
twentieth verse we find condensed 
into seven little words the story of 
the Christian’s conversion and sal- 
vation, his redemption, pardon, and 
walk in life. It is wonderful how 
the Lord condenses things in His 
Word in such a small space. We 
notice in the book of Revelation 
that the wrath of God is contained 
in seven golden vials. That is in 
the fifteenth chapter. There the 
wrath of God is in seven golden 
vials —- small enough to be held in 
the hand. Here the Lord gives us 
seven words and we could preach 
on them for seven years. He gives 
us one single statement and we 
write a half-dozen books on what 
He said in a few words. That is be- 
cause God is not man. 


“At that day ye shall know 
that I am in my Father, and 
ye in me, and I in you.” 


Seven words — “ye in me, and 
I in you.” Ye in me — that is sal- 
vation. I in you — that is conse- 
cration. Ye in me — not ye in 
church, not ye in good character, 
not ye in good standing, not ye in 
good practice, not ye in the midst 
of good surroundings, but “YE IN 
ME.” You see, beloved, God has 
made the Lord Jesus the center, 
the gold, the acme, the crown of 
everything that He has to do. 
There is no salvation outside of 
Him. There is no consecration out- 
side of Him. God has nothing good 
apart from Christ, whether in cre- 
ation or in salvation. Everything 
God made, He made by Jesus 
Christ. Ye in me — that is for sal- 
vation. I in you — that is for con- 
secration. Ye in me gives peace 
with God. That puts our sins away. 
I in you puts doubts away, and we 
need them put away. We need our 
sins blotted out by the precious 
blood of Christ, and our sins are 
blotted out through Him. When He 
tells us, “J in you,” that puts our 
doubts and fears away. 


Let me-remind you, if I may, of 
a rather strange statement in Ro- 
mans the eighth chapter, connected 
with assurance. ‘“‘The Spirit itself 
beareth witness with our spirit, 
that we are the children of God.” 
I never heard anybody use that 
verse the way it is written. They 
always say, “The Spirit itself bear- 
eth witness to our Spirit, that we 
are the children of God.” The 
Spirit bears witness with our spir- 
it — to a third person. 

The Word of God gives confi- 
dence. Ye in me — that is salva- 
tion, puts sins away. I in you — 
that is consecration, puts doubts 
away. That is a double witness. 
The Word of God gives us assur- 
ance, gives us faith, gives us peace, 


and rest. We read in the Word that 
God saves us. The Spirit of God 
witnessing with you, and tells 
somebody else you are saved. 

It is the double witness. You 
witness to your neighbors and the 
Spirit witnesses with the neigh- 
bors and they are converted and 
turn to Christ. Ye in me gives vic- 
tory. 

How safe we are in Christ. No 
man can pluck us out of Him. We 
are safe in the Saviour. I in you 
gives calm, serene, quiet, poise, 
sweet calm in your soul; Christ’s 
presence. He said, ““His presence is 
salvation.” We read that three 
times in the Bible. I prayed over 
that verse and wondered what it 
meant, and the Spirit of God told 
me, and I will tell you by the way 
of an illustration. 


I was drowning once. I was 
caught in a swift river. I thought I 
could swim, and attempted to do 
so, but the current was too swift. 
My wife and children were on the 
bank. I had been a bit boastful. 
The river rose during the night. 
And how strange that right at the 
bend of the river it was pretty 
deep. I said, “I will swim over to 
the other side. You watch.” I 
dived in, but when I came up I 
couldn’t get up. There was a 
double turn in that river because 
of the structure of the bank. I 
could get my head up but I could 
not get the rest of my body up. I 
fought until I was out of breath. I 
had decided that I couldn’t make it, 
so I said, “Oh, my Lord, if you 
want me in Heaven, I will be on 
the way in a minute if you don’t 
deliver me from this.” I then rolled 
over on my back and folded my 
arms and floated, and my family 
saw me floating down around the 
bend. I fought the waves so hard, 
I could go no longer. I came to a 
place in the river where the water 
spread over the banks, and I said, 
“Maybe that isn’t so deep, ”" and I 
let down my foot, and I struck a 
rock. I would have kissed that 
rock if I could have! I wrapped my 
toes around the rock. That rock 
was my salvation. Its presence was 
all that saved me. I could not go 
on. But’when I got on the edge of 
that rock, with my toes I held on. 
Then I tookea long, deep breath, 
and leaned up against the current. 
When I got rested I struck out for 
the bank and made it all right. 
Why? Because that rock was INy 
salvation. 

In the street in front of my 
house one night there lay a man 
the victim of morphine. Some 
friends of his came along and 
found him lying there. They 


-brought him in at 2 o’clock in the 


morning. I dressed quickly and 
came down and we took this man 
into our house, and we gave him 
artificial respiration. The next 
morning at 10:30 he was still alive. 
That morning I received a call to 
go out into the country to a sick 
person. The stork was on its way, 
and I needed to beat it there. So 
I had to leave this sick man. I 
had succeeded with the artificial 
respiration, and he was breathing 
a little himself, but I had to leave. 
I said to a friend, “Keep up the 
artificial respiration. Give him 
those two hours apart and I will 
hurry back.” When I came back 


ord Jesus 


the tree has life in the branch, s6 
we have life in Him. My body is 
the life of that arm. My heart is 
the salvation of that arm. As long 
as it beats, the arm is all night. 
When we trust Christ in some 
strange way which nobody under- / 
stands, we are made a part of His 
precious body by the blood of 
Christ. We are made members of 
Christ’s body. The Scripture says 
that we are partakers of Christ, 
joint-heirs with Christ. We are ~ 
joined in Him the same way the — 
branches are joined on with the 
tree. In Christ we have life be- 
cause we are in Christ. 


Ye in me — where we are. I m 
you — that is how we are; where 
we are in Christ and how we are 
living a happy Christian life be- 
cause Christ is there in our heart 
and life. Ye in me is theology. 1 
in you is a blessed experience. We 
must have both, theology and dox- 
ology. The Spirit of God keeps us 
in Christ. Thank God for saliva= 
tion. The Spirit of God puts Christ 
in you, and that gives us a blessed 
experience. Ye in me is eternal life. 
I in you is blessed liberty. You may 
be in Him and have blessed life, 
but you may not have much liberty 
until you enter into the blessed 
truth that He is in you. 


When I was in Ponca City, Ok- _ 
lahoma, holding services, & fellow 
drove sixty miles to hear me. He 
had heard me preach on the radio 
and had read my book, “The Ro- 
mance of a Doctor’s Visits.” He 
decided he wasn’t saved. So he 
came to the meeting, and came up 
to me and said, “Dr. I drove sixty 
miles to hear you tell me how to 
get saved.” 

I said, ‘‘Hallelujah, if He doesn’t 
Save you during the sermon, you 
stay after the service and I will 
help you,” 


He said, “I am not going home — | 


until I get saved.” 

He didn’t see how to trust Christ 
during the service, so afterwards, 
standing back by the stove, Il 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


Sword Book Room 
At Wheaton 


Let me tell you why you should 
buy Christian books from The 
Sword Book Room at Wheaton. 

1. Because we handle only the 
finest Christian books, sound and 
helpful. We do not handle mod- 
ernism nor false doctrine nor trash. 

2. Because you can rely upon us 
to give good values and to make 
good any mistakes. We guarantee 
to please and to treat you as 
Christians should, 

3. Every penny of profit goes to 
getting out the gospelin The Sword 
of the Lord. The editor gets not a 
penny from The Sword of the Lord 
or from the book room or from 
tracts. So you-rare not only safe- 
guarded in getting sound books 
at reasonable prices and good 
treatment, but you can know that 
you are helping keep The Sword of 
the Lord going, and that is very 
important. Eventually we hope, 
with a growing subscription list, 
that The Sword of the Lord will be 
able to pay its way completely. 


the undertaker was carrying this | Thus far, it has never done so, and 


man out. I was his salvation. I) 
asked why they stopped the res- 
piration, and they replied, 
man had started to breathe so we 
quit.” They left him and he died. 
As long as I was with him, breath- 
ing for him, I was his salvation. 
The Lord Jesus Christ is our.sal- 
vation. By Him we are saved. He 
is our salvation. As the trunk of 


all we can help out through selling 
fine Christian books, we want to 


“The do so 


Notice ads of good books in this 
paper, and if you do not see what ~ 
you want, write us. We will get ~ 
for you any sound Christian book 


in print. We also handle sages 


Bibles. Come to see us at Wheaton — 
or order what you want. . 
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"him and he was in Christ. 
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opened to John 3:16 and said, 
ve you ever read this verse ?” 

“I know that verse by heart.’ 

“Do you really know it by 
heart ?” 

“Absolutely.” 

“All right, say it for me.” And 
he did. 

He was a big fellow and looked 
like a prize fighter. I looked him 
in the eye and said, “Do you know 
for whom God gave His Son? Do 
you know?” 

He thought a while and then 
body “Well, He gave Him to every- 


“That is interesting. Can you 
give me the name of anybody for 
whom Christ died?” 

He stood there with his arms 
folded, thinking. And just like a 
flash he turned around and slapped 
another fellow just like this, and 
said, ‘“‘What do you think of that? 
God gave Jesus Christ for me.” 
And then he turned to several and 
did the same thing, and with lib- 
erty, went around beating every- 


y-o 
He would say, “Brother, did you 
~ever hear of that before? God gave 
Jesus Christ to me. Hallelujah! 
ujah!” 
Wasn’t he at liberty? The old 
chains snapped, the shackles loosed 


power with people, 


a y 
_ neighbors, friends, people to whom 


we do business with; power with 
Sunday school teachers, power in 
the grocery store, power with the 
milk man. Ye in me — that gives 
joy, and then we have the happy 
privilege of going into the holy of 
holies and talking with the Fa- 
ther, the privilege of speaking and 
talking with Him about this need 
anu that need. That gives us power 

2 pray for missionaries, preachers, 
power te reach hearts of our Sun- 
day school children. That brings 
the power of God down on God’s 
people. When we are in Christ we 
go where He goes. I in you — the 
boldness to face anybody. 

I remember a happy experience 
when I was arrested. Don’t you 


a laugh. You might be arrested your- 


some day. I was brought in 
before the judge and he said, 
“Guilty or not guilty?” And I said, 
“I don’t know, Judge. I don’t know 
why I was arrested.” The judge 


- asked the clerk to read the indict- 


ment to me. He got his big book 
and turned, and I found I was ar- 
rested for tacking up my signs on 
city property when I was in the 
laundry business. I had some big 
signs, about fourteen inches by 
twenty-two inches in size which 
said: 
“Try Your Duds In Our Suds.” 


_.1I was very zealous about my 
business, and I happened to get my 
sign on the city’s property without 
knowing it. “I am guilty, your 
Honor, I am sorry,” and the reply 
“from the judge was, “Ignorance is 
no excuse in this court. Fine 
$14.75.” 

“Your Honor, I thought the fine 
was $10.00.” 

The judge replied, ‘$4.75 is the 
cost.” 

“But the police only walked two 
blocks to get me.” 

But the judge insisted, ‘“That is 
the fine and cost.” 

And I said, “You will have to 
wait until I can go to the laundry 
and get the money.” 

He said, “All right, but hurry 
back.” 

When I got back I paid the fine, 
and then said, “Your honor, I have 
been trying for three months to 
get your wife to give me your 
laundry. Now I must have it so 
I can get this money back.” 

I got it and also got the laundry 
of the policeman who arrested me. 

We are very zealous about our 


business, and do everything in our 


power to get customers. I worked 
on Ringling Brothers twenty-two 
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The Glories of the Lord Jesus 


years before I got their business 
when I was in the tent business, 
but I finally got it: They gave me 
thousands of dollars worth of busi- 
ness. I wouldn’t do that for the 
Lord. : 


Ye in me — we feel at home in 
God’s presence. I in you — you 
feel at home in the presence of peo- 
ple. Ye in me makes us what we 
are. I im you — that holds us 
toward what we should be. There 
is the practical side and the doc- 
trinal side. We are made nigh by 
the blood of Christ. That lets us 
draw nigh — that is the doctrinal 
side, but there is a practical side. 
Ye in me — that makes us Chris- 
tians ...J in you holds us into the 
kind of Christians we ought to be. 
Ye in me makes us a Christian. J 
in you makes us happy Christians. 
Some Christians go around with a 
long face because when they are 
saved they can’t go to a show, can’t 
smoke a cob pipe. J in you makes 
us a happy Christian. 


I remember over in Buffalo in an 
afternoon Bible class a girl said to 
another girl (she was twenty-four 
or twenty-five years old), ‘““Tell me 
how it is always so easy for you 
to talk about the Lord Jesus 
Christ? No matter where you go, 
you always talk about Jesus. Why 
is that.” -And do you know what 


_| She said? 


“You can talk about anybody you 
are crazy about.” 


Ye in me — that makes Him fall 
in love with us. I in you — that 
makes us crazy about Him. What 
joy it is to know His presence! 

In Missouri a little girl was 
saved. She was ten or eleven. At 
the close of a series of meetings 
the converts were on the front seat, 
giving their testimony. And this 
little girl said, “Oh, Jesus, I do 
thank You that You saved me; 
that You loved me, and were will- 
ing to die for me. I thank You 
that You have washed me clean, 
and made me as white as snow. 
Now make me like Royal Baking 
Powder, absolutely pure!”’ 


Ye in me! That gives us the 
right relationship to God. I in you 
gives us the right relationship to 
the world. Ye in me makes us 
children of God. I in you makes us 
ambassadors to those around us. 
We are representatives of Christ, 
messengers of Heaven to our dear 
friends about the loveliness of God, 
the beauties of Christ, representa- 
tives of His saving power, the min- 
istry of the Spirit, the blessedness 
of the Scriptures. Ye in me — that 
makes us know God. I m you 
makes us like God, and we want 
that, don’t we? 

You remember the woman who 
washed Jesus’ feet in the seventh 
chapter of Luke. She came with 
an alabaster box. She was a wom- 
an of the city of Capernaum. I 
imagine that night she was stand- 
ing back in some darkened door- 
way, waiting for some men to come 
along so she could entice them, She 
was that kind of a girl. And as 
she was watching, and hoping 
someone would soon come, she 
heard a voice in the night, a won- 
derful voice. In the book of John 
we find that “never a man spake 
like this man.”’ The voice she must 
have heard said, “Come unto me.” 


“What is this?” she thought. A 
man wanting me to come to him? 
I have been waiting for men to 
come to me. Is this Man whose 
voice I hear going to give me rest? 
All the men I know take rest away 
from me. Who is this Man?” 

What a sweet voice she must 
have heard, a wonderful voice! I 
imagine she hurried home and got 
this box, this alabaster box. This 
was a precious box for a girl. In 
the orient a girl’s hope chest was 
made of alabaster or China, full of 
perfume. It had no lid, no opening. 
The manufacturers made it to close 
with the perfume sealed inside. 
When a girl came to the age, she 
could go to a store and if she was 
a poor girl, she would purchase a 
very cheap one at a 10c store, made 
up of cheap perfume. If she had 
more money, she could buy a bet- 
ter one, made of rich Wedgwood, 
filled with sweet perfume. But 
notice about this dear girl — the 
Lord Jesus doesn’t tell us what 
kind she had. It was none of our 
business. If she was a poor girl, 
that was her business, not ours. I 
am sure she went home, got this 
box, this hope chest, and wasted it 
on this Man. She had found a Man 
that won her heart, a Man to whom 
she gave her whole life and soul 


She poured this ointment on lsee this girl.” 
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His feet. This girl heard a voice 
say, “Come unto me and I will 
give you rest.” That was the Man 
to whom she would give all. 

She got the box and hunted Him 
up that night at Capernaum. She 
came behind Him softly, and tears 
of joy and sorrow mingled down 
and fell on His feet, and she wiped 
them with the hairs of her head. 
Then she threw the alabaster box 
on the floor and smashed it, and 
gathered up the ointment, and 
poured it on the lovely feet and 
kissed and kissed and kissed them! 
She gave herself to Him. 


Beloved, she was in Him and He 
was in her. She had trusted Him. 
Notice what He said, “Simon, her 
sins, which are many, are forgiv- 
en.” Then He turned away and 
said to her, ‘“‘Thy sins are forgiven. 
Did you notice what He omitted 
when He talked with her — “which 
are many.’ She knew it already: 
He didn’t rub it in. He didn’t say, 
“I know you are a terrible sinner.” 
Beloved, Jesus Christ’s words are 
sweet and lovely. He just said, 
“Thy sins are forgiven; go in 
peace.” She had been going ever 
since, going and telling what a 
man did for her in Capernaum — 
she is telling Moses, Elijah and the 
prophets of old what He did for her 
soul in Capernaum. 


I wonder if He has done some- 
thing for you that you will never 
forget? Ye in me — power to 
live for God. I in you — power to 
die in peace, with a song on your 
lips. 

When a man comes into the 
world he is weeping, and those 
around him are laughing, but when 
I come to die, God helping me, Il 
want it so I will be singing while 
those around my bed shall be weep- 
ing. Ye in me — power to live day 
by day. I in you — power to say, 
when your family has gathered 
around you, with their heads down 
close to your bedside —- power to 
say, “Good night down here, but 
good morning up there.” Ye in me 
— that is strength of soul. I in you 
-— that is a river flowing out. I am 
in Christ. I know I am saved. I 
speak in confidence. Christ dwells 
in our hearts and makes us want 
to talk about Him here and there. 


A husband built a new house for 
his wife. One day a young man 
knocked at the door whose business 
was to notice new homes, and try 
to sell weather strippmg. He 
knocked at the door and said to the 
wife, “I notice you do not have 
weather stripping on your doors. 
I sell this.” 

The woman answered, 
weather stripping myself.” 

“Oh, do you?” 

She took the young man in the 
parlor. He looked around for a 
sample but he did not see anything 
but a Bible. 

‘“‘What kind of weather stripping 
do you have?” he asked. 


“I weather strip you for eterni- 
ty,” and it wasn’t long until she 
had that dear boy on his knees, 
trusting Jesus Christ. She found 
that boy had run away from home 
to get away from his mother’s 
prayers. He didn’t like giving 
thanks at the table. When they 
had company that mortified his 
company, and they would leave be- 
cause father and mother would say 
grace at the table. He didn’t like 
for young folks to think of his 
mother praying for him before he 
retired in the evening. But he had 
gotten awfully sick of it, being 
away from home. She told him 
about a Jovely One who would take 
him in, and give him living water. 

The other day this same woman, 
Miss Adams, fell down the steps 
and dislocated her elbow and broke 
her collar bone and mashed herself 
up. But she set the things herself. 
She couldn’t get up. Finally some- 
one came and took her to the hos- 
pital. Soon I went to see her, and 
the first thing she said was, “‘Hal- 
lelujah, here I am, part of me! 
You know, I am glad I am here. 
This woman in the next bed now 
belongs to Jesus Christ. God sent 
me here to get her.” 


Pretty soon a nurse came in and 
Miss Adams said, ‘Tell Dr. Wilson 
what happened to you.” 


And the nurse answered, 
led me to Christ.” 

A river was flowing out. A brok- 
en collarbone, a dislocated elbow, 
and smashed up — she was there 
to His glory to win some souls. A 
river was flowing out. 


I went to see a sick girl in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. And the man 
who took me said, “You will get 
the surprise of your life when you 
She was about 
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thirty-one. I asked her how long 
she had been there. 

“Eleven years.” 

“What is the matter?” 

“Infantile paralysis, but you 
know I am the happiest human you 
ever saw. I had prayed that the 
Lord would let me be a missionary, 
and I am getting that opportunity 
today. -At 11 o’clock I will be tak- 
en to the hospital and will have to 
stay three weeks, and I am going 
to win those doctors to Jesus 
Christ. Hallelujah! I am going to 
get a chance to lose a kidney so I 
can win a few doctors.” 


Ye in me — that brings us close 
to the Father. J in you brings us 
close to sinners. 


Ye in me gives protection. How 
safe we are in the Saviour. The 
storms of life do nothing but hurry 
the bark on the way home to glory. 
The rough places make us more 
skillful, grievous pains turn sweet- 
er and sweeter, and make us fit 
companions to Moses and David 
and Paul who suffered so much — 
we are made then fit companions 
for them. Ye in me starts the 
journey home. I in you sweetens 
the journey home. And then ye in 
me brings us in union with God. 
We have no connection with God 
unless we are in Christ. J in you 
brings communion with God; 
brings sweet fellowship. We can 
talk with Him and walk with Him 
—we can walk and talk with the 
King. Do we really feel we do day 
by day?—I walk and I talk with 
the King? You see when you are in 
Christ that let’s you walk and talk 
with the King. Christ in you—that 
gives you the right to have sweet 
fellowship with Him about His 
matters and our matters, about 
His home and about our home. 


I lost my business. At that time 
we had a house with sixteen rooms 
and with three baths in it. 
felt we must have a house with 
three baths, for there were eight 
children and we didn’t want to 
stand in line! I owed some money 
on it when I lost my business. I 
wrote in my prayer book Septem- 
ber 1, “Lord, please take my house 


~h 
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off my hands.” So on September 
the third or fourth, when the mort- 
gage came due, I called up to the 
bank to go take the place because 
I didn’t want it, and the next day I 
wrote in my prayer book, “Thank 
you, Lord, for taking that property 
off my hands.” We get to com- 
mune with the Lord about our 
home and His home, about our af- 
fairs and His affairs. 


One time an evangelist came and 
held services in our church, and he 
stayed in my home. I noticed al- 
ways that when he went to bed he 
didn’t stop to pray, but tumbled 
in. So one day I said to him, “Why 
don’t you pray before you go to 
bed?” and his answer was, “I don’t 
have anything to pray about. Do 
you think I save everything up 
until I have a bed to go to? When 
somethings happens, I talk to my 
Father right away, and then at 
night I can go to bed and rest and 
say to the Lord, ‘I'll see You in 


the morning, Lord’ and climb in 
bed.,”’ 
Some folks can’t pray if they 


haven’t a bed around. 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 


Do You Want to Use 
Radios 
OR 
Ampliiiers 


To Praise Our LORD JESUS? 


Then you are entitled to buy at 
the lowest wholesale prices. If I can 
give you any technical advice, I will 
be glad to do so free of charge. Also 
can rebuild your present equipment 
or supply you with recording ma- 
chines and discs at low cost. 


JOHN F. STOLL 


116 Franklin St. PEORIA, ILL. 

I will gladly send my personal 
testimony on a phonograph record if 
you request. Please send with your 
request 25c to help defray expense. 


Price.... 


512 WEST FRANKLIN ST. 


A Virtuous Woman 


BY OSCAR LOWRY 


A Scriptural study of sex life in relation 
to the Christian life. 
does not hesitate to speak freely about the 
matters not often discussed in public by 
ministers, yet he does so with a fine sense 
of propriety and with a deep sincerity and 
earnestness 
above any suggestiveness. 
“Safeguarding the Daughter’s Virtue” and 
the one on “Safeguarding the Son’s Chas- 
tity” are perhaps the most forceful. 


First edition of 3,000 sold within four weeks after publication. 
Second edition of 5,000 sold within six months after publica- 
tion. Now this book is in its fifth printing. 160 pages. 
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THE PURPOSES OF “CALVARY 
BY HARRY RIMMER, D.D., Sc.D. 


In this new book by Dr. Rimmer, he has 
gathered together from the Bible various state- 
ments of what God planned to accomplish 
through Calvary — 

Christ Died That We Might Have A 
Divine Demonstration 

Christ Died That We Might Have A 
New Destiny 

Christ Died That We Might Have A 
New Deliverance 

Christ Died That We Might Have A 
New Desire 

Christ Died That We Might Have A 
New Dynamic 

Christ Died to Establish a New Do- 
minion 


This book is notable for two things — things which every one 
of Dr. Rimmer’s readers expects — a definite challenge-to the 
reader to fulfill God’s plan for Him, and an originality and vigor 

You will read this book with a new resolution to make real 


Cloth binding, 142 pages. Price, only 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) 


Ye in me saves the soul, but J in 
you, that saves the life and both 
need to be saved. 

This same man I just told you 
about came to a Bible Conference 
over in the East. When he got off 
the train someone said to him, “‘Are 
you a stranger? I haven’t seen you 
here before.” 

“Yes, I haven’t been here be- 
fore.” 

“Have you come to attend the 
conference ?” 

“Yes.” 

“Are you a saved man?” 

“Oh, yes, I am saved.” 

“How long have you _ been 
saved ?”’ 

“The last time I was saved was 
about fifteen minutes ago.” 

“Oh, but when you are saved, 
you do not need saving again.” 

“I have only been saved about 
fifteen minutes the last time. You 
see, when I got off the train some- 
one hurt my feelings and the Lord 
saved me from answering back.” 

Christians do need to be saved 
from their temper, from snuff, and 
others from a cob pipe. Some need 
to be saved from dirty cards and 
a bad temper, and some_need to be 
saved from other habits. Wouldn’t 
it be wonderful to walk up to a 
stranger and say, “See, I am a 
walking temple of the Lord Jesus. 
He lives in me. Please give me 
two packages of cigarettes!” 

Ye in me saves the soul. IJ in you 
saves the life. You remember the 
Scripture says, “We shall be like 
Him, for we shall see Him as He 
is.” I love that. 

When I was learning to operate, 
I used to marvel at the skill of 
one of my teachers. I used to 
watch his hands. They were so 
skilful. My, how that man could 
operate. I would wash the instru- 
ments for him, bring him forceps. 
I used to look over his shoulder. 
I hoped some day to operate as 
well as he could do. I wanted to 
be like him as a doctor. I didn’t 
want to be like him in lots of other 
ways, but I did want to be like him 
as a doctor. 

I used to have a music teacher. 
I would watch his finger touch. He 
was so graceful, and could make 
chords so beautifully going from 
one string into another. It was 
beautiful. I used to say, ‘““Wouldn’t 
I like to play like him as a mu- 
sician?’’ But I didn’t want to be 
like him in some other ways. But 
when the Scripture says, “We shall 
be like Him,” we can’t think of 
anything that we want to shut out. 
He is so perfect, so wonderful, so 
beautiful, so magnificent. We want 
to be like Him in every way. 

Gladstone before the House of 
Lords — wouldn’t I love to be able 
to speak like he did! I would like 
to be an orator like Gladstone, but 
not in some other ways. 

But we shall be like Jesus one 

day. 
“I will make a man,” said Isaiah, 
“more precious than fine gold; even 
a man than the golden wedge of 
Ophir.”’ 

Why? Gold will never buy your 
way into the Father’s presence. He 
will. Gold will never teach you in 
your soul to love your Father. He 
will. Gold can never blot out my 
sins. He does. Gold can never blot 
out my guilty conscience. He does. 
Gold can never give peace to the 
heart when you are standing by 
an open grave when you have 
buried your only daughter, and 
pleaded for her to come back, as 
one woman did who had plenty of 
money, but this woman’s gold nev- 
er did mend a broken heart. 

I went into a rich home once. 


OUR ADDRESS 


Some new readers may have 
missed past announcements. Editor 
John R. Rice is now in full-time 
evangelistic work, answering the 
persistent calls from all parts of 
the United States. For examples, 
we have twelve calis for revivals 
in October and November and can 
only accept three or four. This 
year is full and we have several 
engagements in 1941. 

The editor resigned the pastorate 
of the Galilean Baptist Church, 
Dallas, which is now under the fine 
leadership of Dr. Robert J. Wells. 

The editor has moved his family, 
The Sword of the Lord, and The 
Sword Book Room to Wheaton, Il- 
linois. All our mail should be ad- 
dressed to: 

512 W. FRANKLIN STREET 

WHEATON, ILLINOIS 


The Glories of the Lord Jesus 


The father and mother were grief- 
stricken, and I could only talk with 
the daughter, and I asked her the 
trouble in the home, and the 
daughter said, ‘“‘This afternoon at 
four my only brother, mother’s 
only boy, was taken to Jefférson 
City Penitentiary for twenty years 
for highway robbery.” They had 
plenty of money but that would not 
mend their broken hearts, nor stay 
the grief of that heart-broken son. 
“I will make a man more precious 
than fine gold; even a man than 
the golden wedge of Ophir. 

In the plant kingdom He is the 
Lily of the Valley. 

In the celestial kingdom He is 
the Sun of Righteousness with 
Healing in His Wings. 

In the animal kingdom He is the 
Lion of the Tribe of Juda. 

As a Lion, He protects us. As 
a Lamb He is sacrificed for us. As 
a Lion He lives for us. As a Lamb 
He dies for us. As a Lamb He 
feeds us. As a lion He feeds on 
others. As a Lamb, we feed on 
Him. “He that hath the Son hath 
life.”” That doesn’t say that “He 
that has a good character or joined 
a church or has godly parents,” but 
that “He that hath the Son.” You 
need to be joined up with Christ, 
married to Christ, saved by Christ, 
hiding in Christ, trusting in Christ, 
and on your way home to see 
Christ, loving to be with Christ, 
loving to talk about Christ! We 
read about Christ that “He that 
hath the Son hath life.” 

Oh, beloved, I commend unto you 
a deep interest in Christ Jesus. 

I commend to you that lovely 
Man who was weary with journey- 
ing and yet who says, “He that 
keepeth Israel is never weary.” 

I commend to you that Man, 
hanging on the Cross who said, “I 
thirst,” but who said, “Come to me 
and you will never thirst.”’ 

I commend to you that Man wh9q 
was hungry, and cursed the fig 
tree, yet that Man who said, “He 
that believeth on me shall never 
want any good thing.” 


I commend to you the Man who 
stopped beside a tomb and wept but 
who dries tears from the face of 
those who trust Him. 


I commend to you that lovely 
Man, hungry, who sought bread 
and found none, and yet said, “‘l 
am the bread of life.” 


I commend to you that lovely 
Man who sat on the floor and 
washed the disciples’ feet, and yet 
it is said, “To Him every knee shall 
bow.” 

I commend to you that Man who 
sat down on the well to rest and 
yet said, “Come unto me, and I 
will give you rest.” 


I commend unto you one who is 
God and Man, one who is the Um- 
pire, the Righteous Judge, who 
bore our sins in His own body on 
the tree. I commend Him to you! 


A Great Church 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


are three missionaries in China. In 
South America this church has 
missionaries in Brazil, Colombia, 
and Uruguay. In Central America 
the Cicero Bible Church mission- 
aries are engaged in El Salvador 
and Costa Rica. They have one 
missionary in north India. Two 
home missionaries work in the 
Kentucky mountains, one spends 
full time with the Chicago Hebrew 
Mission, working among Jews. 
With these twenty-seven mission- 
aries supported by this one church, 
the gospel is carried to many, 
many lands, and the missionary 
budget is $20,000 a year, or more. 

Pastor William MceCarrell has 
been with this church twenty-seven 
years, and the work has grown to 
its present proportions from a lit- 
tle handful of people ready to close 


the doors of the church when God 


sent them this young man fresh out 
of Moody Bible Institute. 

The church has a daily radio pro- 
gram and Pastor McCarrell is 
greatly in demand for Bible classes. 
Pastor McCarrell also maintains a 
fine tract and colportage work. 

Last evening we were enter- 
tained in the lovely home of Pastor 
and Mrs. McCarrell. They have 
nine children; intelligent, Chris- 
tian, modest, fine-looking, reverent. 
What a wealth God has given 
them! 

We thank God for the privilege 
of ministering with the Cicero Bi- 
ble Church for a week and pray the 
blessings of God upon them. 


BEST CHRISTIAN BOOKS| 


(Note Some Reduced In Price Because Very Slightly Shop-Worn — Real Bargains) 


Commentaries 


CHRISTIAN WORKERS’ COMMENTARY, by 
James M. Gray, D.D. 447 large two-column pages. 
Comments on the whole Bible, chapter by chap- 
ter; highly commended. Sale price, postpaid..$3.00 


JAMIESON, FAUSSET 
AND BROWN’S COM- 
MENTARY ON THE 
WHOLE BIBLE. An en- 
tirely new edition of this 
famous Commentary. 
Long regarded as an in- 
valuable aid to a better 
knowledge of the meaning 
and import of Holy Scrip- 
ture. For pastors, teach- 
ers, Bible students, and 
Christian workers general- 
ly. Commended highly by 
Will H. Houghton, Presi- 

| dent of Moody Bible Insti- 
tute, W. B. Riley, George W. Truett, Dr. Robert 
G. Lee, William Edward Biederwolf, Charles H. 
Spurgeon, and others. Titles stamped in gold. 
Durable Buckram binding. 1,350 pages. 
SEIN icisteicagcatesisatleauanonsabictiendaadeiadidiarichsssdudamipiiiodatiios $4.95 


Concordances 


THE TREASURY OF SCRIPTURE KNOWL- 
EDGE, with an introduction by R. A. Torrey. 
Arranged by chapters and verses just like the 
Bible except that with every verse 
is given numerous references to 
other parts of the Bible which 
discuss the same subject. 778 
pages. Regular price, $4.00. One 
book slightly damaged.......... $3.25 


CORDANCE. Nearly 800. pages, 
clear type, three columns to a 
page. A good concordance is the 
most useful book next to the Bi- 
ble. Very valuable. Remarkable 
low price, postpaid, only........ $1.80 


Biographies 


LIFE OF ROBERT MURRAY M’CHEYNE, by 
Dr. Andrew A. Bonar. A classic that has brought 
great blessing. Printed in England. Will espe- 
cially bless preachers. Gives the life of this great 
Scotch preacher and soul winner, with sermons 
and poems. Price, postpaid, only.................... $3.00 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF CHARLES G. FINNEY, 
the great New York evangelist. Is one of the 
first ten great biographies of Christians. Stirs 
revival fires, helps in prayer and soul winning. 
Money back if not satisfied. 477 pages. Regular 
price, $2.00; slightly shop-worn, real bargain, 
postpaid ..... PEARS IS Fete Detar 18 $1.50 


THE SHADOW OF THE BROAD BRIM, by 
Richard Ellsworth Day. The life story of Charles 
Haddon Spurgeon. The newest, the most read- 
able; spiritual riches and ieee biography. 236 
RE RR EE REIN ETS OTe $1.50 


‘BUSH AGLOW, by Richard Ellsworth Day. The 


life story of Dwight Lyman Moody. You will 
greatly enjoy this book. 333 pages. Price....$2.00 


Books On Prayer 


THE POWER OF PRAYER AND THE PRAYER 
OF POWER, by R. A. Torrey. A marvelous 
study that transforms lives, makes God real and 
really gets Christians to pray. 246 pages, slightly 
shopworn, a real bargain...........................-.--....- $1.50 


HOW TO PRAY, by R. A. Torrey. A smaller 
book on prayer, used around the world. 130 
pages, cloth bound, postpaid........ 7T5c 
Paper bound.................:00<: 20c, or 6 for 90c 


HOW I KNOW GOD ANSWERS PRAYERS, by 
Rosalind Goforth (nearly forty years a mission- 
ary in China). 142 pages, cloth binding........ 7 00 
Paper Cover’ ...2...20.....;. 


GETTING THINGS FROM GOD, by Rev. Charles 
A. Blanchard, D.D. I think greater than any 
book on prayer except Torrey’s. Wonderfully 
rich, personal and pointed. 270 pages; price, cloth 
bound, $1.25. Paper bound........ 75c 


THE POSSIBILITIES OF PRAYER, by E. M. 
Bounds. Price (slightly shopworn) $1.00 


CRUDEN’S COMPLETE CON- , 
, full of scriptures,. hundreds of references 


THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER, by E. M. 
Bounds. Price (slightly shopworn) ................ $1.00 


THE PURPOSE IN PRAYER, by E. M. Bounds. 
Price (slightly shopworn) $1.00 
(The above three books are famous and have 
been greatly blessed of God in England and 
America.) 


Great Books on Soul Winning 


PERSONAL SOUL WINNING, by William 
Evans. A guide to effective methods. Has been 
very useful. Real Scriptural help for every kind 
of case. 192 pages. Often used in soul winning 
classes but equally good for personal study. Price, 
OMENS | n.c10rsechseereninsnnvesonruiececiieniesenesacmmansiipmmiil $1.25 


STRANGE EXPERIENCES OF THE DOCTOR, 
by Walter Lewis Wilson. Tells of delightful soul 
winning experiences. 126 pages, cloth bound. 
Price, postpaid (slightly shop worn) .40¢ 


The Holy Spirit 


THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHO HE IS, AND WHAT 
HE DOES, by R. A. Torrey. The simplest, most 
Scriptural, most convincing book on this subject 
in print. Especially helpful on the baptism of the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 201 pages, beautiful 
jacket. Price, postpaid.........................cccccsreesers $1.50 


Books On Prophecy 


JESUS IS COMING, by W. E. B. The most use- 
ful book in print, proving the premillennial com- 
ing of Christ. Answers every argument. a 
book commended by A. T. Pierson, James M, 
Gray, Len G. Broughton, W. J. Erdman, y ay: * 
Simpson, Robert E. Speer, R. A. Torrey, and J. 
Wilbur Chapman. Delightfully simple, 252 pages, 
cloth bound. Price, postpaid......................-.-<.. 7T5c 


THE COMING KINGDOM OF CHRIST, by John 
R. Rice, D.D. Fourteen strong chapters on proph- 
ecy, the course of this age, the return of Christ, 
the regathering of Israel, their conversion and 
the millennium, with preceding events, great trib- 
ulation, the Man of Sin, etc. A mine of Scriptural 
information, simple, literal, convincing. Nothing 
like it in print. 198 pages, cloth bound, post- 
NOUN. co-sicccsbutocodnscpecindostnbisasunideplbennssthesiateoseasainae $1.00 
Paper bound 


Revival Messages 


REVIVAL ADDRESSES, by R. A. Torrey. Six- 
teen sermons preached around the world. 271 
pages, price, postpaid...... $1.50 


WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED? by John R. 
Rice. Sharp,’ plain Bible preaching on sin, Hell, 
judgment, and the plan of salvation. Many scrip- 
tures. 150 pages, price, postpaid.................... $1.00 


YE MUST BE BORN AGAIN. Ten revival mes- 
sages by Hyman Appelman, Texas evangelist. 
Burning words used to save sinners. 142 pages, 
SPRIIE bs Lacttidacnd: npadncsntideddeaaahanaailolicaied $1.00 


THE WORLD'S SATURDAY NIGHT, by W. E. 
Biederwolf. Thirteen striking sermons by the 
famous evangelist recently gone to Heaven. 167 
DOOR, * TEMOR, Ole ccensccncnncticessnenevossonseiiinaen th $1.00 


REVIVAL LECTURES, by Charles G. Finney. A 
classic. Sixteenth edition. 445 pages, price, post- 
SIIEIOR: ccconsadacdsntisigdiltocns dtodivhtindienddndansabcsouashiner tins iatcanne $2.00 


Books of World-Wide Blessing By 
Andrew Murray 


WITH CHRIST IN THE SCHOOL OF PRAYER. 
Thirty-one chapters on the practice, privilege and 
power of prayer. 307 pages, price, postpaid....75c 


THE FULL BLESSING OF PENTECOST. 158 


pages, price, postpaid.................. $1.00 
THE MINISTRY OF INTERCESSION. 226 
pages, price, postpaid........................ $1.25 
THE SCHOOL OF OBEDIENCE. 119 pages, 


Ec OEIMIE wistienaiiiverbonsthbdbenbncrcnstexnjrmeen veceongnieeilalee 50c 
LIKE CHRIST. 256 pages, price, postpaid......75c 


— Order From — 


The Sword Book Room 


512 W. Franklin 


Wheaton, Illinois 
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Can A Saved Person 
Ever Be Lost? 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


this passage and made it mean 
what it does not say. The right- 
eousness mentioned is not the 
righteousness of Christ but the 
self-righteousness of a Jew under 
the law. The Jew who had never 
committed a murder, adultery, or 
any other major crime would yet, - 
if he turned from his righteous way 
and committed such a crime, be 
taken out and stoned, that is, he 
should die in his sin. This passage 
clearly has no reference to a saved 
person becoming lost. Ezekiel 18: 
24 and 33:12, 13 are two other pas- 
Sages nearly identical in meaning. 
Read these and see. 


Do you see the danger of spirit- 
ualizing away the plain meaning 
of the Bible, and making it mean 
something it does not say? 


ll Peter 2:20-22, Dogs and Sows 


“For if after they have 
escaped the pollutions of the 
world through the knowledge 
of the Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, they are again en- 
tangled therein, and overcome, 
the latter end is worse with 
them than the beginning. 21. 
For it had been better for them 
not to have known the way of 
righteousness, than, after they 
have known it, to turn from 
the holy commandment deliv- 
ered unto them. 22. But it is 
happened unto them according 
to the true proverb, The dog 
is turned to his own vomit 
again; and the sow that was 
washed to her wallowing in the 
mire.”’ 


Whoever the people indicated in 
these scriptures were, we can see 
the latter end is worse with them 
than the beginning. Many people 
believe that this scripture tells the 
story of a man once saved but who 
s entangled in the pollutions of the 
world and finally lost. 


But notice these things about 
this passage: The escape was 
through the knowledge of the Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. The 
scripture does not say that these 
trusted Jesus. Many lost people 
know about the gospel and about 
irist. We see from verse 21 that 
they knew the way of righteous- 
ness but the scripture does not in- 
dicate that they ever walked in it. 
In verse 22 the dog is still a dog 
and the sow is still a sow. The dog 
returning again to his vomit is a 
picture of a sinner returning again 
to the sin that made him sick. The 
sow that was washed returns to 
wallowing in the mud because. she 
is still a sow with a sow’s nature. 
God never calls His people either 
dogs or hogs anywhere in the Bible. 
Both are used as symbols of the 
unsaved. If God had made this sow 
into a sheep and changed her na- 
ture as He does the nature of one 
who is born again, the sheep would 
not have delighted in the mud like 
a sow, even if through carelessness 
she became soiled. There are too 
many people who are still sows 
and the only washing they ever 
had was on the outside with no 
change of their sinful nature. In 
this chapter from verses 1 and 2 
it is easily seen that the Lord is 
not talking to saved people at all 
but to enlightened lost people who 
return to their sins and do not ac- 
cept Christ. 


Hebrews 10:26-29, Jew Rejecting 
Christ 

“For if we sin willfully after 
that we have received the 
knowledge of the truth, there 
remaineth no more sacrifice for. 
sins. 27. But a certain fearful 
looking for of judgment and 
fiery indignation, which shall 
devour the adversaries. 28. He 
that despised Moses’ law died 
without mercy under two or 
three witnesses: 29. Of how 
much sorer punishment, sup- 
pose ye, shall he be thought 
worthy, who hath trodden 
under foot the Son of God, and 
hath counted the blood of the 
covenant, wherewith he was 
sanctified, an unholy thing, and 
hath done despite unto the 
Spirit of grace?” 


Does this scripture teach that a 
saved person can be lost? It speaks 
of one who has been sanctified in 
verse 29. ; . 

But this does not refer to a 
Christian. It is in the book of 
Hebrews addressed to Israel. The 
covenant mentioned in verse 29 is 
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by Israel was sanctified, that is, set 
apart, as a chosen people to God. 
The Hebrew sacrifices of the Old 
Testament, all of them, were re- 
minders of this covenant and the 
blood was a picture of that which 
Jesus would shed as the complete 
sacrifice for Israel’s sin. This scrip- 
ture then applies to those of Israel 
who looked forward to the coming 
Saviour, and when He came, or 
when they received knowledge of 
Him, they would not accept Him. 
Those who willfully reject the 
Christ cannot find any other sacri- 
fice to take away their sins. Verse 
89 in the same chapter referring to 
Christian Jews says: “But we are 
not of them who draw back unto 
perdition; but of them. that believe 
to the saving of the soul.” This 
scripture, then, does not teach thee 
a saved person can be lost. It does 
teach that if a Jew, after coming 
to the knowledge of the truth that 
Christ is our sacrifice for sin, then 
continues wilfully in the sin of un- 
sacrifice can take away his sins 
and there is no other way for him 
to be saved. 


Matthew 12:43-45. The Unclean 
Spirit 

This is sometimes held to teach 

that saved souls may be lost. It 

says: 

“When the unclean spirit is 
gone out of a man, he walketh 
through dry places, seeking 
rest, and findeth none. 44. 
Then he saith, I will return 
into my house from whence I 
came out; and when he is 
come, he findeth it empty, 
swept, and garnished. 45. Then 
goeth he, and taketh with him- 
self seven other spirits more 
wicked than himself, and they 
enter in and dwell there: and 
the last state of that man is 
worse than the first. Liven so 
shall it be also unto this wick- 
ed generation.” 


But notice that the unclean spirit 
is not driven out of the man but 
goes out himself. He says, “I will 
return into my house.’ The house 
still belongs to him; the man is 
unsaved. Notice, too, that he found 
the house empty, that is, Christ 
was not in it. This is a picture of 
a man who reforms without salva- 
tion. Notice in the last sentence 
of this scripture that Jesus applies 
it to the ungodly Pharisees about 
whom He is talking (verse 38). 


Galatians 5:4, Falling From Grace 


But does not the scripture say in 
Galatians 5:4, “Ye are fallen from 
grace’? Yes, but read the whole 
verse and see that this refers to 
one who would be justified by the 
law, that is, one who is counting 
on his own righteousness to save 
him. 

“Christ is become of no ef- 
fect unto you, whosoever of 
you are justified by the law; 
ye are fallen from grace.” 


Grace is a higher plan than the 
law and these Galatians had begun 
to teach salvation by circumcision 
and the laws of Moses instead of 
staying with God’s high gospel of 
mercy that people could be saved 
by faith. You can see it has no 
reference to a saved person becom- 
ing lost. “Ye are fallen from 
grace” here means “you have de- 
parted from God’s plan of salvation 
by grace — you have fallen into 
false doctrine.” 


Does God Blot Christians Out 
Of His Book? 


In Exodus 32:31-33 we are told 
of Moses’ prayer to God for Israel 
after they had sinned so terribly in 
worshipping the golden calf which 
Aaron made. That scripture says: 


“And Moses returned unto 
the Lord, and said, Oh, this 
people have sinned a great sin, 
and have made them gods of 
gold. 32. Yet now, if thou wilt 
forgive their sins—; and if not, 
blot me, I pray thee, out of 
thy book which thou hast 
written. 83. And the Lord said 
unto Moses, Whosoever hath 
sinned against me, him will I 
blot out of my book.” 


Christians sometimes believe that 
Moses here referred to the book of 
life, and that the Lord threatened 
to blot out of the book of life the 
names of people who have sinned 
after they were converted. But 
that is not the meaning of the 


show you. In the first place, there 
is no reason to believe that God 
had then written all of the book 
of life. That book had never been 


scripture, as a careful reading will 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


and clear promises to Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob and then to the 
whole nation through Moses about 
the land of Canaan and that Israel 
should go into the land and possess 
it. Moses meant that he would be 
willing to be left out of Canaan, 
left out of God’s promises for Israel 
as a nation, in order for the sins 
of the people to be forgiven. Yet 
God said, ‘Whosoever hath sinned 
against me, him will I blot out of 
my book.” God meant evidently 
that those who rebelled against God | 
and worshipped idols would be left 
out of His plan and would miss the 
privilege of going into the land of 
Canaan. A little later we find that 
not a single one of the grown men 
who were present at that time were 
allowed to go into the land of 
Canaan, but were blotted out of 
God’s promises for the nation be- 
cause of their sin, and their little 
children later went into the land 
and inherited it. God is not talk- 
ing about salvation here, but is 
dealing with. Israel under cove- 
nant and law. It is not here pri- 
marily a question of Heaven and 
Hell, but of physical life and death, 
of being carried into Canaan under 
God’s covenant, or rejected and 
leaving their dead bodies in the 
wilderness. 

Revelation 3:5 is anotiter scrip- 
ture that mentions the blotting out 
of names. That verse says: 

“He that overcometh, the 
same shall be clothed in white 
raiment; and I will not blot out 
his name out of the book of 
life, but I will confess his name 
before my Father, and before 
his angels.” 

I remember that a woman once 
brought me this scripture as proof 
that a saved person could be lost. 
When we examined it together, lI 
said, ““‘But notice this verse prom- 
ises that God will NOT blot out 
one’s name. When you find a verse 
that says He will blot out one’s 
name from the book of life, that 
will be different. 

This time it is the book of life 
God discusses. But to comfort 
those striving to overcome, God 
promises He will not blot out their 
names. Do not read into the Book 
more than it says. Do not add to 
the Bible. God said what He meant. 
Had He meant more He would have 
said more. God does not say and 
does not mean that He will blot 
out the name of any child of His 
from the book of life. 


"God Shall Take Away His Part 
Out of the Book of Life” 
(Revelation 22:19) 


Another scripture which some- 
times troubles Christians who fear 
that they may become lost is Reve- 
lation 22:19, which says: 

“And if any man shall take 
away from the words of the 
book of this prophecy, God 
shall take away his part out of 
the book of life, and out of the 
holy city, and from the things 
which are written wm this 
book.” 

This time the scripture clearly 
says concerning certain people that 
God shall take away his part out of 
the book of life. But it does not say 
that God will blot out any one’s 
name which is written in the book 
of life. What then does the Lord 
mean here? This scripture evi- 
dently means that salvation is 
bought ard paid for for every man 
and woman in the world. In First 
John 2:2 we are told that “He is 
the propitiation for our sins: and 
not for our’s only, but also for the 
sins of the whole world.” Ever 
sinner has a part purchased for 
him in the book of life in “the holy 
city’’ bought by the blood of Christ 
which he may occupy if he will ac- 
cept the Saviour as his own and 
the eternal life which is freely 
offered. That PART is prepared for 
every man, and it is his opportuni- 
ty. But one who rejects the Bible 
and turns his back on God’s revela- 
tion will thereby, of course, miss 
the way of salvation pictured in 
the Bible and will not accept the 
Saviour and so will miss Heaven, 
This scripture evidently means 
that those who reject the Bible will 
miss the plan of salvation and all 
the good things which Christ has 
bought for them. It certainly does 
not mean that one of God’s children 


name blotted out. 


"Lest | Should Be a Castaway" 
3 (1 Corinthians 9:27) 


In First Corinthians 9:27 Paul 
tells how carefully he controlled 
and buffeted his fleshly nature, lest 


mentioned in the Bible up to this 


God’s covenant with Israel, where- 


time. But God had given definite 


will be lost, that one will have his’ 


As. 


Friday, May 10,1940 


lose his soul? Read that verse and 
see. 

“But I keep under my body, 
and bring it into subjection; lest 
that by any means, when I 
have preached to others, I my- 
self should be a castaway” 
(I Cor. 9:27). 


The word “castaway” here is 
translated from a Greek word 
meaning literally “not approved.” 
Paul really means that after God 
has greatly used him to preach the 
gospel, and has shown his approval 
on Paul’s ministry by Holy Spirit 
power, that even Paul could lase 
that Holy Spirit power and find 
himself not approved of God for the 
ministry if he lets the fleshly na- 
ture control his life. How many 
preachers there are who once held 
great’ revivals, once had a great 
ministry, and won many souls and 
blessed many hearts, but now they 
have no power, have few if any 
conversions and their ministry is 
marked “not approved” by the 
Lord! As far as the ministry is 
concerned, some men who were, 
once used, are now castaways, un- 
profitable servants, instruments not 
fit for God’s use in the ministry. 


In John 6:37 Jesus plainly 
promises that the individual soul 
that comes to Him for salvation 
will in no wise be cast out. The 
Christian is in no danger of losing 
his soul. He may lose the approval 
of God on his service and be laid 
on the shelf. It was this disapprov- 
al of God, the possibility of losing 
his power and being set aside as 
a preacher, which Paul feared. Paul 
was not afraid of losing his sal- 


vation, 


Do Good Works Keep a Christian 
Saved? 


There are several passages in the 
Bible which emphasize Christians’ 
works and people many times be- 
lieve that these passages imply one 
will not remain saved unless he 
works. 


Philippians 2:12, Working Out 
Your Salvation 

For instance, Philippians 2:12 
says, “Work out your own salva- 
tion with fear and trembling,” but 
when you read the following verse, 
“For it is God which worketh in 
you both to will and to do of his 
good pleasure,” you will see that 
Paul here speaks of working out 
that which you already have. A 
man cannot work out his cotton 
crop until he has a cotton crop; a 
man cannot let his light shine out 
until he has a light in his heart; a 
man cannot work out his salva- 
tion to a lost world until he has 
the salvation. The Saviour prom- 
ised that we could have a well of 
water within us for a thirsty world, 
and that we should be the light of 
the world and the salt of-the earth. 
This does not mean work for your 
salvation but it does mean work 
your salvation out to others. 


Matthew 24:13, Enduring To 
The End 


“But he that shall endure 
unto the end, the same shall 
be saved.” 


This scripture seems, to the care- 
less reader, to teach that salvation 
depends upon holding out faith- 
fully or enduring unto the end. But 
if you read carefully the chapter 
you will see Jesus is talking about 
the great tribulation period at the 
end of this age, that the salva- 
tion mentioned is salvation of the 
flesh, not salvation of the soul. 
Verse 21 says, “For then shall be 


Y | great tribulation, such as was not 


since the beginning of the world to 
this time, no nor ever shall be.” 
The time mentioned here is the 
great tribulation time. And verse 
22 says, “And except those days 
should be shortened, there should 
no flesh be saved.’’ The salvation 
mentioned here is the salvation of 
the flesh, that is, the rescue of 
literal Jews from physical death 
during the great tribulation period. 


Tent Revival, 


Chatsworth, Illinois 


May 14 to June 2 the editor will 
be in tent revival services with Cal- 
vary Baptist Church, Chatsworth, 
Illinois, and we covet the prayers 
of readers and friends. 


Take the Bible at face value. You 
see that this scripture does not 
teach salvation by works or by 
holding out faithfully. 

To those Jews who will be so ter- 
ribly persecuted in the tribulation 
period Jesus says in effect, “If you 
are able to endure these persecu- 
tions to the end of the tribulation 
period, I will come and rescue you 
out of the hands of the Antichrist.” 


Hebrews 6:4-6, The Unpardonable 
Sin: 

“For it is tmpossible for 
those who were once enlighten- 
ed, and have tasted of the 
heavenly gift, and were made 
partakers of the Holy Ghost 5. 
And have tasted the good word 
of God, and the powers of the 
world to come, 6. If they shall 
fall away, to renew them again 
unto repentance; seeing they 
crucify to themselves the Son 
of God afresh, and put him to 
an open shame.” 

Notice this scripture says, “If 
they shall fall away.” Is the one 
mentioned in this scripture a saved 
man? He has been enlightened, has 
tasted the heavenly gift and the 
good Word of God and the powers 
of the world to come. He has even 
had something to do with the Holy 
Ghost. The words here, “partakers 
of the Holy Ghost” in the marginal 
reading are, “going along with the 
Holy Ghost.”’ But there are several 
things that show this is not a saved 
person who has become lost. A lost 
man can be enlightened, that is, 
may learn about Christ, he can 
have tasted the heavenly gift of the 
Word of God, etc., and you notice 
here this one did not eat, but sim- 
ply tasted. The Holy Ghost goes 
along with a lost man convicting 
him as He did Saul of Tarsus, 
pricking his conscience day by day. 
This is a lost man. Some Chris- 
tians may say, “These verses fit 
my case exactly. I was a Christian 
and right with God and I fell away 


like this scripture says.” If this be 


true, whoever has done according 
to this scripture is lost without 
hope forever, ‘For it is impossible 
... to renew them again unto re- 
pentance; seeing they crucify to 
themselves the Son of God afresh, 
and put him to an open shame.” 
No, dear friend, this is not about 
a Christian who has fallen into sin 
but this is that one unpardonable 
sin of a lost man who, after great 
enlightenment, deliberately, mali- 
ciously, and finally rejects Christ 
and blasphemes the Holy Ghost 
(Matt. 12:31). 

In Matthew 12:31, 32, Jesus said 
that every kind of sin and blas- 
phemy in the world would be for- 
given except the blasphemy against 
the Holy Ghost. That means there 
can only be one unpardonable sin 
and all other sins can be forgiven. 
But the sin mentioned here in He- 
brews 6:4-6 cannot be forgiven, be- 
cause the scripture says, “It is im- 
possible ... to renew them again 
to repentance.” This, then, is the 
unpardonable sin of a lost man who 
has never been saved and does not 
refer at all to a child of God be- 
coming lost. 


(Next week clear, positive proof 
will be given, explicit statements 
from God’s Word that a child of 
God is born again, shall never per- 
ish, cannot come into condemna- 
tion, but already has everlasting 
life, and that the sins of a saved 
person cannot be charged against 
the welfare of his soul. These two 
articles form a tract, Can A Saved 
Person Ever Be Lost? twenty-four 
pages, and can be had for 5c each, 
30c a dozen, $1.50 a hundred.) 


double envelopes. 


P, O. Drawer 110 


he should be a castaway. Did Paul 
mean that he was afraid he would 


50 Wedding Invitations - 


OR ANNOUNCEMENTS 
— 100 FOR $4.69 — 


Fine vellum stock, single fold, white or ivory, paneled sheets, 
Printed in the Iatest styles — Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. All orders sent postpaid. 


(Send !0c for samples — amount credited on first order) 


Wm. H. McNITZKY, Master Printer 


- $289 


enton, Texas 


